US Government and Citizenship
Hubbard, Staheli, Farr, & Wright
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (P.S.A.)
For this assignment, you will brainstorm ideas, come up with a concept, write, plan, and shoot a Public Service Announcement (VIDEO) that focuses on a problem in our society and provides a solution to the problem. You will work in groups to help each other as you write, produce, and direct a PSA. Use the guidelines below to create your group PSA. Media messages are fleeting. One compelling central message, clearly presented with a simple call to action, is the most effective way to get your point across.

Answer the following questions to begin:

1. Target Audience: Who do we want to reach with our message? 

2. Message: What is our message? What do we want the viewer to understand?

3. Action Step: What is the call to action? What do we want the viewer to do? How can the viewer help solve the problem?

4. Significance of Issue to the Public: Why is this issue important to the public? 

Directions:

1. You will be required to make a PSA (video) with your group that represents your topic and includes participation by all of the members in your group.
2.  With your group, select a topic.  Your topic must be approved by the teacher. 
3. Your approach must be serious and legitimate. You may use humor, but the P.S.A. must be one that will get the message across.  

4. PSA’s have music that convey the emotion or feeling of the topic. You are required to use music in your PSA that connects to your topic. (You MAY NOT use music with any sort of crude or obscene lyrics of any kind – not even edited). 
5. There are certain topics that are off limits: drunk driving, texting and driving, animal cruelty, drugs, abortion, and bullying. 
GENERAL INFORMATION

What exactly is a public service announcement?

PSAs are short, "non-commercial" announcements prepared to provide information to the public. PSAs are used by organizations to:

• Provide health and safety tips.

• Serve as a warning 
• Inform and influence public opinion.

PSA messages:

• Must contain information that is beneficial to the community.

• Should not include controversial or self-serving material.

• Include the most essential information in the first.

• Use short, upbeat sentences written in everyday language.

• Tell/ show how this information can help the viewer.

• Ask for action.

• Tell viewers/listeners where they can go, what they can do or who they can call.

• MAKE IT MEMORABLE!!
TOPICS THAT ARE OFF LIMIT: Animal Cruelty, Drunk driving, texting & driving, and Drugs

Due Date:  





Presentation Date:
A- Day –Thursday, May 11th


A-Day – Monday, May 15th
B-Day – Thursday, May 12th


B-Day -  Tuesday, May 16th











Cell Phone

Group Members____________________________________   
_______________________

           
     

  _____________________________________
_______________________


  _____________________________________
_______________________


  _____________________________________
_______________________
Topic of PSA________________________________________

Song Selection______________________________________

1. Target Audience: Who do we want to reach with our message? 

2. Message: What is our message? What do we want the viewer to understand?

3. Action Step: What is the call to action? What do we want the viewer to do? How can the viewer help solve the problem?

4. Significance of Issue to the Public: Why is this issue important to the public? 

PSA Group Grading Sheet


Government and Citizenship

Names of Group Members: ______________________________________________




          ________________________________________________




        ________________________________________________




        ________________________________________________




        ________________________________________________

	CATEGORY
	21-25
	16-20
	11-15
	6-10
	0-5

	Effectiveness of the PSA
	
	
	
	
	

	Message of PSA – Is it clearly understood?
	
	
	
	
	

	Implementation 

of facts and statistics
	
	  
	
	
	

	Specific Call to Action
	
	
	
	
	

	CATEGORY
	13-15
	10-12
	7-9
	4-6
	0-3

	Music conveys the emotion of the topic
	
	
	
	
	

	Presented in class
	
	
	
	
	

	Inclusion of the Members
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Points
	
	
	
	
	


PSA Group Grading Sheet


Government and Citizenship

Final Score_____/_145__
Group Members____________________________________   
_______________________

           
     

  _____________________________________
_______________________


  _____________________________________
_______________________


  _____________________________________
_______________________
Topic of PSA________________________________________

Song Selection______________________________________

4. Target Audience: Who do we want to reach with our message? 

5. Message: What is our message? What do we want the viewer to understand?

6. Action Step: What is the call to action? What do we want the viewer to do? How can the viewer help solve the problem?

4. Significance of Issue to the Public: Why is this issue important to the public? 

